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COLUBER ATRATUS HALLOWELL, 1845 (REPTILIA) ; VALIDATION 
UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS 

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers the following specific names are 
hereby suppressed for the purposes of both the Law of Priority and the Law 
of Homonymy : 

(a) atratus Gmelin, 1788, as published in the binomen Coluber atratus ; 

(b) atratus , any other use in the combination Coluber atratus prior to that 

by Hallowell, 1845. 

(2) The specific name atratus Hallowell, 1845, as published in the binomen 
Coluber atratus , is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology with the Name No. 1859. 

(3) The following specific names are hereby placed on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified : 

(a) atratus Gmelin, 1788, as published in the binomen Coluber atratus (as 

suppressed under the plenary powers in (l)(a) above) (Name No. 721) ; 

(b) atratus, any other use in the combination Coluber atratus prior to that 

by Hallowell, 1845 (as suppressed under the plenary powers in (l)(b) 

above) (Name No. 722). 


HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1371) 

An application for the preservation of Coluber atratus Hallowell was sub¬ 
mitted to the Office of the Commission in June 1958 by Dr. James A. Peters. 
Dr. Peters’s application was sent to the printers on 28 March 1960 and was 
published on 5 December 1960 in Bull. zool. Nomend. 18 : 85-86. Public 
Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in the present case was given 
in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the other prescribed serial publica¬ 
tions (Bull. zool. Nomend. 4 : 51-56). Support for Dr. Peters’s proposal was 
received from Dr. G. W. Mead (Bull. zool. Nomencl. 18 : 226) and Dr. J. A. Roze. 


DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 1 December 1961 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (61)36 either for or against the 
proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 18 : 86. At the close of the prescribed 
Voting Period on 1 March 1962 the state of the voting -was as follows : 

Affirmative Votes—twenty-two (22), received in the following order: 
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Evans, Holthuis, Hering, Riley, Uchida, Vokes, Mayr, Obruchev, Kiihnelt, 
Bonnet, Brinck, Munroe, Lemche, Stoll, Jaczewski, do Amaral, Key, Tortonese, 
Mertens, Miller, Alvarado, Poll. 

Negative Votes—one (1) : Borchsenius. 

On Leave of Absence—one (1): Bradley. 

Voting Papers not returned—three (3): Boschma, Hemming, Prantl. 

The following comments were made by Commissioners in returning their 
votes : 

Dr. L. B. Holthuis (7.xii.61) : “ With pleasure I am giving my support 
to this proposal, but should like to add a similar paragraph to that which 
Dr. Key and I suggested for the Encrinus question. As it seems very probable 
that the name Coluber atratus Gmelin has been used in the period 1788-1845, 
I would suggest that part (1) of the proposal be changed as follows : 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress for the purposes of the Law of 
Priority and the Law of Homonymy the following specific names : 

(a) atratus Gmelin, 1788, as published in the binomen Coluber atratus ; 

(b) atratus any other use of this name in the combination Coluber 
atratus published prior to the publication of the name Coluber atratus 
Hallo well, 1845.” 

Dr. A. do Amaral (5.ii.62) : “As a specialist on Neotropic Ophidia I strongly 
support this proposal.” 

On 7 February 1962 the Secretary of the Commission, agreeing with 
Dr. Holthuis’s suggestion, circulated to the Commission a short explanatory 
note together with Voting Paper (O.M.) (62)1, inviting Commissioners to vote 
under the One-Month Rule either for or against the proposed suppression of 
all uses of the name Coluber atratus prior to that by Hallowell, 1845. At the 
close of the prescribed voting period on 7 March 1962 the state of the voting 
was as follows : 

Affirmative Votes—eighteen (18), received in the following order : Hering, 
Holthuis, Evans, Munroe, Mertens, Stoll, Mayr, Vokes, Lemche, Miller, 
Jaczewski, Uchida, Riley, Alvarado, Key, Kiihnelt, Brinck, Bonnet. 

Negative Votes—none (0). 

On Leave of Absence—two (2): Bradley, Prantl. 

Voting Papers not returned—four (4) : Hemming, Tortonese, Poll, Obruchev. 

Commissioners Borchsenius, do Amaral, and Boschma returned late 
affirmative votes. 


Original References 

The following are the original references for names placed on the Official 
List and Index by the Ruling given in the present Opinion : 
atratus , Coluber , Gmelin, 1788, Syst . Nat . (ed. 13) 1 : 1103 
atratus , Coluber, Hallowell, 1845, Proc. Acad . nat. Sci . Philad. 2 : 245 
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CERTIFICATE 

We certify that the votes cast on Voting Papers (61)36 and (O.M.) (62)1 
were cast as set out above, that the proposals set out in those Voting Papers 
were duly adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, 
being the decision of the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 644. 

N. D. RILEY W. E. CHINA 

Secretary Assistant Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 

14 March 1962 


